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Capacitybuilders springs into action.

Capacitybuilders was launched today at the International Convention Centre in
Birmingham by Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Home Office, Paul Goggins
MP, with over 280 representatives from the voluntary and community sector in

attendance.

Capacitybuilders is a new agency which will work in partnership with government and
other bodies to help voluntary and community organisations work more effectively. The
agency - which is led by experts from the community and voluntary sector - will initially be

funded from the Home Office.

Former government minister and Chief Executive of One Parent Families, Chris Pond, is
chair of Capacitybuilders and commented in his opening speech: “this is a great
opportunity for voluntary and community organisations which we believe they will
embrace. The governments support of the sector in launching Capacitybuilders is a sign
of its commitment, ensuring that voluntary and community organisations have the funding

that they need to fulfil their potential and offer even more aid to the people they serve.”

The first task of Capacitybuilders will be to manage the £70 million Change Up

programme, a major investment in support for voluntary and community organisations.
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Chief Executive Simon Hebditch unveiled Capacitybuilders' strategy showing how the
funds will be distributed and the objectives achieved. Simon commented : "it is essential
that voluntary and community organisations working on the frontline have access to
resources and expertise to help them improve their services to communities and

individuals in need.”
ENDS. 242 words.
For further information about Capacitybuilders contact :

Jane Fewkes, Communications Manager on : 0121 237 5111, 07977 19058 (mobile) or
David Hallam, Interim Communications Manager on : 0121 237 5110, mobile 07939 378055

For further information concerning Paul Goggins’ contribution contact Adrian Bradley at the Home Office
Media Centre 020 7035 3819 (office), 07990 783371 (mobile) or adrianbradly9@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk



